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Field Day 2007 has come and gone. All in all, this has been a very great Field Day event this year. 
A main focus for this year’s Field Day was on public involvement. Holding the Field Day event at the Schiele 
Museum made this accomplishment easily obtainable. 
 
First, a big thanks to the wonderful staff at the Schiele Museum. Without them, Field Day would not have been 
as successful.  We greatly appreciate their help, patience, and assistance with Field Day.  Thank You!  We hope 
that this relationship will continue for many years. Thanks to our wonderful volunteers who helped make Field 
Day possible. There were many tasks that were handled very well by our volunteers: securing equipment and 
supplies, setting up and installing equipment, manning the stations and working with the visitors just to name a 
few. Thank You!! 
 

                                
    Schiele Museum     Digital display and information table 

 
The day started off very well in getting the operating stations set up and ready. There was a logistics issue in 
how to set up and secure the tower. This situation was quickly remedied. The local dumpster was made to serve 
2 purposes for Field Day. This is just one example of emergency preparedness. Old “One-Shot Jim”, (Jim 
Craig, KI4OCC), did a remarkable job with his slingshot in getting the wire antenna installed over the light 
posts. Don’t cross him if he has his slingshot nearby. 
 

          
one station behind trailer, tower in the background              proud operators: Arnold, KD4LCD & Jim, KI4OCC 

GAARC 
P.O. Box 1208 
Bessemer City, NC  28016 



 
At 2:00pm, Field Day officially kicked off with museum director: Dr, Ann Tippett and Club President; Paul 
Williams performing the ceremonial “ribbon cutting.” Dr. Tippett was impressed with the operations and set up 
of Field Day at the museum. 
Another word of thanks to Jim Craig and family for the wonderful banner that they created. Great job!! 
 

 
                                 Dr. Ann Tippett and Paul,  K4PJW at the ceremonial ribbon cutting kicking off Field Day 2007 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As mentioned earlier, a focus of this year’s 
Field Day was public 
exposure/participation. This was easily 
accomplished with the traffic the museum 
draws. The number of visitors was very 
high and many were impressed with the 
various facets of the hobby of amateur 
radio. Many thanks to those who escorted 
the visitors from station to station and to 
those who made room for them to sit in 
front of the radio. We had a couple make a 
few contacts as well.  We should expect to 
see more great folks join the wonderful 
hobby of amateur radio in the future. 
 

 



Now for those special moments from Field Day.  
We had several youth operators this year. It’s great to watch them make those contacts and watch them as they 
hear the different callsigns and locations that come thru the speaker of the radio. This year we had two sisters, 
age 6, operate one of the radios and make several contacts. They were fascinated that they got to talk to 
someone on the radio. It was great. I believe every person they met, they told them about talking to someone on 
the radio. 
I believe that Ken and Michael Ledford hold the title this year for the most coveted contact. Ken and Michael 
made a contact with the state of Hawaii. It must have been one heck of a band opening. Sure would be nice to 
get a QSL card from that contact. Great job guys! 
 

       
       tower and beam against the stormy sky 
 
 
 
 
 
Another pat on the back for Jim Craig, KI4OCC. Late Saturday night Jim switched from amateur radio operator 
to amateur meteorologist. After noticing some flashes in the distant sky, Jim began pouring over tons of weather 
data (www.wunderground.com) and delivered his weather forecast. He told those operating that they had about 
20 minutes to secure any equipment, that a large system was on its way. 
His prediction was accurate and with the equipment secured and disconnected, the weary operators took refuge 
in the lobby of the museum. 
 

 

Mark, KI4CYG, and 
Caitlin, KI4QCY, 
operate from the trailer 
after the storm.  

Operators: from left to right 
Tom, KI4JCD, visitor/operator Brad, 
Michael, KI4JCV, and Ken AG4EI 



 
We don’t think there is a pass or fail with Field Day. It is a learning experience and a time to enjoy and promote 
the wonderful hobby of amateur radio. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and all went well. 
So get your rest and get ready for Field Day 2008. 
 
A huge thanks for all of our wonderful volunteers, your participation makes the hobby more enjoyable. 
 
73’s from your club officers 
 
 
Paul, K4PJW 
 
Don  KG4TQE 
 
Milton KC4YOT 
 
 
 
 
 

        
    Information table          Caitlin, KI4QCY, David, N4UOT AND Devin Craig 
 
 

 
Don, KG4TQE and Devin Craig making a contact 


