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Hope this edition of the GAARC newsletter finds yaing well.

Can you believe that this is the November editidfiere has the time gone?

2007 seems to have flown by. Soon we will be stgréi new year.

OK, now on to the weather. Parts of the area haga some rain, but we still need more. It sure
was great to see it arrive in our area. This magrieeof the first times | haven’t heard anyone
complain about the rain. Let’s keep our fingersssea for more.

Winter Preparations

As the year winds to an end and the seasons begimange, you may want to take a few moments
to make preparations to your station for the winteru may want to take a moment to look over
your antennas, check your connections and feedimgground connections, and your power
supplies and batteries. Do it now before old mamtevigets here.

While we are on the subject of winterizing, domwtdet your vehicle. Be sure to check your
antifreeze, lubricate locks and hinges, check yaper blades and you may want to check your
mobile radio set up while you're at it. Don’t fotg@ur generator. Check it out and you may want
to run it for a few minutes.... outside.

Riley Hollingsworth to Retire

From the ARRL website.

In early October Riley Hollingsworth, Special Coahis

the FCC's Enforcement Bureau, announced his regiméthis

week, effective Friday, January 3, 2008. On Oat@@2007,

Mr. Hollingsworth decided he would not retire. Hated "After
spending the entire weekend thinking about thestlaei[to retire],

it became more and more clear to me that it grst the right
decision for me right now. There are several issuethe table that

| want to continue to work through with the amateommunity.”

The Enforcement Bureau is the primary organizatiané within the
Federal Communications Commission that is resptaip enforcement
of provisions of the Communications Act, the Consiag's rules,
Commission orders and terms and conditions ofostatuthorizations,
as well as enforcement of Amateur Radio rules (&8&xt




JOTA

On Saturday October #pseveral members of the GAARC set up at the BaySaffice on

Franklin Blvd in Gastonia to participate in JOTAdao share the hobby of ham radio with the
scouts. There were a few visitors to the eventsaweral scouts were able to make a contact on a
local repeater, they listened to some HF activily attempted their hand at code. Though the event
was a little on the slow side, after seeing theldisand talking about the hobby of amateur radio
there was interest and talk about doing it agaxt pear.




Club Christmas Dinner

The annual GAARC Christmas/ Holiday dinner is sched for Thursday December 6, 2007 at
7:00pm. This year’s dinner will be at Ryan’s. Evarg is encouraged to come on out and bring
along your family and friends. The dinner is opemveryone..Dutch treat

Other

Here is a link for you to check out. Ham Radio Delis a suite of programs you may find
interesting. | haven't spent a lot of time with ghr@gram, but it looks interesting. It supports
several digital modes such as PSK and RTTY. It misludes a logbook and a mapping program.
It's free for amateur use, give it a try.

Here is the link for more info.

http://hrd.ham-radio.ch/DM780/DM780.htm

Here is another piece of interesting software &cklout. This is a new logging program called
MicroLog. It was in the October 2007 edition of Q¥Tlooks really interesting. You can download
it for free and give it a try. It's a logging pr@gn with extras.

Here is the websitéattp://www.waOh.com/index.html




Thanks to Mark, KM1FOX, for passing this along.
http://www.members.shaw.ca/grandmafaiths/marbles. ht

1000 Marbles'!

The older | get, the more | enjoy Saturday mornings . Perhaps it's the quiet solitude that comes with
being the first to rise, or maybe it's the unbounde d joy of not having to be at work. Either way, the
first few hours of a Saturday morning are most enjo yable. A few weeks ago, | was shuffling toward
the basement shack with a steaming cup of coffee in one hand and the morning paper in the other.
What began as a typical Saturday morning, turned in  to one of those lessons that life seems to hand
you from time to time.

Let me tell you about it.

| turned the dial up into the phone portion of the band on my ham radio in order to listen to a
Saturday morning swap net. Along the way, | came ac  ross an older sounding chap, with a
tremendous signal and a golden voice. You know the kind, he sounded like he should be in the
broadcasting business. He was telling whoever he wa s talking with something about "a thousand
marbles".

| was intrigued and stopped to listen to what he ha  d to say. "Well, Tom, it sure sounds like you're
busy with your job. I'm sure they pay you well but it's a shame you have to be away from home and
your family so much. Hard to believe a young fellow should have to work sixty or seventy hours a
week to make ends meet. Too bad you missed your dau  ghter's dance recital.”

He continued, "let me tell you something Tom, somet hing that has helped me keep a good
perspective on my own priorities."

And that's when he began to explain his theory of a "thousand marbles."

"You see, | sat down one day and did a little arith  metic. The average person lives about seventy-five
years. | know, some live more and some live less, b ut on average, folks live about seventy-five
years."

"Now then, | multiplied 75 times 52 and | came up w ith 3900 which is the number of Saturdays that
the average person has in their entire lifetime. No  w stick with me Tom, I'm getting to the important
part."

"It took me until | was fifty-five years old to thi nk about all this in any detail", he went on, "and by that
time | had lived through over twenty-eight hundred Saturdays. | got to thinking that if | lived to be
seventy-five, | only had about a thousand of them |  eft to enjoy."

"So | went to a toy store and bought every single m  arble they had. | ended up having to visit threeto vy
stores to round-up 1000 marbles. | took them home a  nd put them inside of a large, clear plastic
container right here in the shack next to my gear."

"Every Saturday since then, | have taken one marble out and thrown it away."

"l found that by watching the marbles diminish, | f ocused more on the really important things in life.
There is nothing like watching your time here on th is earth run out to help get your priorities
straight.”

"Now let me tell you one last thing before | sign-o  ff with you and take my lovely wife out for

breakfast. This morning, | took the very last marbl e out of the container. | figure if | make it until next
Saturday then | have been given a little extra time . And the one thing we can all use is a little more
time."



"It was nice to meet you Tom, | hope you spend more time with your family, and | hope to meet you
again here on the band. 73 Old Man, this is KONZQ, clear and going QRT, good morning!"

You could have heard a pin drop on the band when th s fellow signed off. | guess he gave us all a lot
to think about.

| had planned to work on the antenna that morning, and then | was going to meet up with a few hams
to work on the next club newsletter.

Instead, | went upstairs and woke my wife up with a kiss. "C'mon honey, I'm taking you and the kids
to breakfast."

"What brought this on?" she asked with a smile.
"Oh, nothing special, it's just been a long time si nce we spent a Saturday together with the kids. Hey

can we stop at a toy store while we're out? | need to buy some marbles."

Contact Information

President Paul Williams K4PJW gaarc@k4pjw.com
Vice-President Don Wankel KG4TQE kgdtge@arrl.net
Secretary Milton Rice KC4YOT kcdyot@arrl.net
Club Webpage: www.gaarc.com

Remember, the December meeting will be the Christdiraner at Ryan’s

Thursday, December 6,2007
Ryan’s Family Steakhouse
2900 E. Franklin Blvd

Happy SYhanksgiving



